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the Shereef of Mecca was of a contrary opinion, and threatened
to stir up serious hostilities in case the Sultan of 'Oman, should
persist in non-payment of this Arab Peter Vpence. Messages
were exchanged; till the resources of epistolary diplomacy
proving insufficient, Sa'eed, who seems to have been a great
lover of movement, and very desirous of seeing the wonders of
the world abroad, resolved to pay in person a visit to the Shereef,
and thus settle the matter.

With a large and sumptuous train the sultan set out on his
sea-voyage to Djiddah, and reached Mecca, where his splendour,
so saith the 'Omanee historian, excited universal admiration. The
Shereef proved courteous, and all was progressing favourably;
nothing now remained but to fix a moderate quittance of the
Mecca claims, when Sa'eecl begged of the Shereef to do him the
favour of conducting him to the sacred house or Ca'abah, that
he might himself see the temple, the wealth of which he was
henceforth to increase. The Shereef consented, and they
entered the sacred precincts together. Sa'eed enquired where
the faithful of the different orthodox sects made their prayer,
and was duly shown the stations, of Shfifi'ees, Hanbelees, and
the rest. "And where is the station of the Biadeeyah?" en-
quired the prince. A question more easily asked than answered;
in fine, the Shereef admitted that there was none. Hereon
Sa'eed rejoined that he could not see any reason for contributing
to a worship in which he had no share, and forthwith left Mecca;
nor was there any more talk of tribute during his reign. We
shall see further on how the claim was renewed in the days of
his son Thoweynee.

Sa'eed on his deathbed divided'his ample possessions between
his three sons. To Thoweynee, the eldest, he allotted 'Oman
from Barka eastwards, with Djebel-Akhdar and the adjoining
provinces, besides the dependencies in the Gulf. Mnjid, the
second in age, obtained the African possessions, while the
younger, Amjed, had for his share the westerly mainland of
'Oman from Barka to Katar, with Sohar for capital. This
impolitic measure, attributed to the influence of the queen-
mother, and her calculating hatred to her own children, prepared
long wars and many disasters, if riot total downfall, for the empire
of 'Oman.